
President’s Message 
I was happy to see so many of you at our 
September Joint Meeting. For those of you 
who were unable to attend, Dave Kuhn of 
NJDOT provided us with an overview of 
the New Jersey DOT’s methodology in 
identifying and prioritizing their Capital 
Project Program. 

In other chapter news, currently, our chap-
ter is in the process of becoming a 
‘Sponsor’ under the aegis of the Practicing Institute of Engineers (PIE). 
Three of our members are also undergoing PIE training to become ap-
proved reviewers who can certify that presentations meet the requirements 
of the New York State Continuing Education Law. This will allow us to 
review and approve the technical presentations such as the one that will be 
featured at our next meeting - The New Jersey Turnpike will be presenting 
the Improvements to Interchange 142 of the Garden State Parkway. This 
should be of great interest to all of you, therefore I do hope to see all of 
you there. 

Our nation is at a critical juncture. This election season is an opportune 
time to be heard on the matter of infrastructure funding. THE SOPHISTI-
CATION OF A NATION’S INFRASTRUCTURE IS DIRECTLY 
RELATED TO ITS GDP . Previous generations had the foresight to build 
a great infrastructure that served our nation well in the past. We now have 
a responsibility to the future. I am urging all of our members to get in-
volved in the conversation regarding the need for infrastructure funding. 
Please talk to your neighbors, your state and federal representatives about 
the importance of funding infrastructure improvements. As leaders in this 
field it is our duty to our country to educate the public on this important 
issue. Please write letters to the newspapers and your representatives on 
this topic. Do all you can to get out the word and build a sense of urgency. 
Nothing less than the greatness of America is in our hands. 

On a related note, the National President of ASHE has written letters to 
both presidential candidates regarding the issue of transportation funding. 
You are welcome to go to the ASHE website www.highwayengineers.org 
and click on the tab “What are the presidential candidates views on our 
nations transportation views” to view this letter.�
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Malini Swaminathan, P.E., P.T.O.E.  
NCNJ Section President 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
November’s Meeting 

 
FHWA Traffic Mitigation Guidelines 

 
Snuffy’s Restaurant in Scotch Plains 

Wednesday, November 12, 2008   

UPCOMING EVENT  

Tuesday, October 14, 2008 

Snuffy’s Restaurant - Scotch 
Plains, NJ 

The North-Central New Jersey Sections of 
ASHE is proud to have Mr. John Withers, 
Principal Engineer for NJTA and Mr. 
Robert Matthews of Gannett Fleming speak 
at our next meeting.  The presentation will 
be on I-78 and Garden State Parkway Inter-
change 142 Improvements.  Please join us 
on the 17th. (Good for 1 PDH credit!) 

Cocktails - 5:30PM 
Dinner Meeting - 6:30PM 

 

UPCOMING EVENT  

Region 6 Seminar 

October 30, 2008 

 The College of New Jersey�
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NCNJ ASHE Membership 
In a time where everyone is pulled in every imagin-
able direction due to the demands of work, civic 
and technical organizations, and of family, we 
would like to thank�everyone for being a part of this 
organization and for actively participating each 
month in the presentations. Most of you� seem to�
recognize that our chapter’s leadership strive to�
provide you�with� information that is� relevant� to� you 
and�our�industry. 

Every June we ask� you,� our membership, to pay�
your annual dues. To prompt� the� membership to 
action, 2 years ago we implemented a late fee of 
$10 if you did not pay by the due date.  Over� 30% 
of our membership annually waits to the last minute 
to pay.� Despite additional e-mailings and phone 
calls,�when�September 30 hits and your payment is 
not received,� National requires us to remove� you�
from the National Roster. This year our member-
ship will shrink� from 157� to just under 130. This 
coming year we� all should strive to� bring us to and 
beyond the 157 mark.� In order to do this it�will take�
a little effort on your part,�as well as ours. 

· Should your contact information change, you 
MUST inform the Membership Chairman� or 
Section Secretary�of these changes. 

· You should act on information mailed you� in a 
timely manner. 

· If you found� that you were placed on the inac-
tive list, fear not!  A reinstatement fee of $20 in 
addition to the customary dues fee can bring 
you back to life.� We will� send out a letter to 
those of you�found�in this situation.�

I thank you all for your time and participation!�

Larry Kern�
Membership Chairman  

��������	������
�� �

�������� ��������������������������������������������� ��	
��

�

�������������� ���������������������������������� ��

�������������� ��������������������������������������� ��

���������������������� !��� ���������������� ��

�����������������"���!������� ����������#�

$%���������� ����������������������������������������� 
&�

"�'$� �����!����� ��� ()� ���������������
*!�+����������������������������������������������� ,

,,�

)�-��������� ����������������������������������������� � ,��

��������� �

President  
Malini Swaminathan 
STV 
609.530.9899 
swaminm@stvinc.com 
 
1st Vice President  
Michael Morgan 
Gannett Fleming 
908.755.0040 
mmorgan@gfnet.com 
 
2nd Vice President 
Larry Diffley 
CMX 
732.577.9000 
ldiffley@cmxengineering.com 
 
Secretary 
M. Golam Kabir 
Converse Consultants 
973.605.5200  
gkabir@converseconsultants.com 
 
Treasurer 
Robert Nash  
KS Engineers 
973.623.2999 
rnash@kseng.com 
 
DIRECTORS: 
Region 6 Director  
Joseph T. Matthews 
Jacobs Edwards & Kelcey 
973.267.8830 ext. 1354 
joseph.matthews@jacobs.com 
 
Directors (2008-2009)  
Stanley Palinski  
GEOD Corporation 
973.697.2122 
spalinski@geodcorp.com 
 
Don Di Zuzio 
URS Corporation 
973.785.0700 
donato_dizuzio@urscorp.com 
 
Directors (2008-2010)  
John Keller  
NJ Turnpike Authority 
732.750.5300 ext. 8263 
keller@turnpike.state.nj.us 
 
Paul Natalizio 
Anselmi & DeCicco, Inc. 
������ ���!��
pbpm.pm@gmail.com 
 
Directors (2008-2011)  
Robert B. Matthews 
Gannett Fleming 
908.755.0040  
rbmatthews@gfnet.com 
 
Tim Herlihy 
NJDOT 
�"��!�"� !#��
tim.herlihy@dot.state.nj.us 
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Golf Outing 
Larry Fink 
STV 
212.505.4943 
larry.fink@stvinc.com 
 
Membership 
Larry Kern 
KS Engineers 
973.623.2999 
lkern@kseng.com 
 
Newsletter 
Robert B. Matthews 
Gannett Fleming 
908.755.0040  
rbmatthews@gfnet.com 
 
Scholarship 
Craig Johnson 
Dewberry 
973.338.9100 
cjohnson@dewberrry.com 
 
Technical  
Stan Palinski 
GEOD Corporation 
973.697.2122 
spalinski@geodcorp.com 
 
Program 
Larry Diffley 
CMX 
732.577.9000 
ldiffley@cmxengineering.com 
 
Project of the Year  
Rod Lewis 
HNTB 
973.237.1650  
rlewis@hntb.com.com 
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10/14/08 
Tuesday 

Route I-78 and Garden State Parkway Interchange 142 
John Withers, NJTA 
Robert Matthews, Gannett Fleming 
Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 

11/12/08 
Wednes-
day 

Joint Meeting with ASCE North Jersey Branch 
FHWA Traffic Mitigation Guidelines 

Lee Steiner, NJDOT 
Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 

12/9/08 
Tuesday 

Social Event – Lifetime Members / Founding Fathers Ceremony / 
Scholarship Awards 

Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 

1/13/09 
Tuesday 

NJ Turnpike Capital Program 
Diane Scaccetti, NJTA Executive 
Director 
Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 

2/10/09 
Tuesday 

Emerging Technologies in Pavement Design and Construction 
Robert Sauber, NJDOT 
Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 

3/10/09 
Tuesday 

Risk Management—Helping Engineers successfully deliver pro-
jects 

Jean Hansen, Marsh USA 
(The Nielsen-Wurster Group, Inc.)  
Snuffy’s—Scotch Plains 

4/14/08 
Tuesday 
 

TBD Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 

5/12/09 
Tuesday 

New Officer Election and Project of the Year Presentation Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 

6/08 

 
Golf Outing—Apple Mountain County Club 
National Convention – Atlanta, Georgia 
 

 

7/08 ASHE Board Meeting & Installation of New Officers Snuffy’s - Scotch Plains 
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Technical Committee 
Request for Articles 

 
We are interested in obtaining articles related to High-
way and/or Bridge design to be published in our news-
letter “The Milepost”. 
 
These articles can be brief with photos, charts, graphs, 
etc. similar to articles written for your corporate news-
letters.  Or, the article can be more technical and com-
prehensive. 
 
These articles will be published in our chapter’s news-
letter and possibly selected to be submitted to National 
and be published in the “SCANNER”. 
 
The following are some guidelines in preparing articles 
for the SCANNER: 
 
· Generally, the articles should be limited to one-

third to two-thirds of a printed page (400-700 
words) including photographs and illustrations. A 
maximum of one and one-half pages will be con-
sidered based on the article content. 

· Color photographs are preferred, however, black 
and white is acceptable. The size of photos may be 
reduced at the discretion of the SCANNER editor. 

· All articles are to be reviewed by the Section Tech-
nical Committee prior to submission. 

 
Many of our members are interested in projects com-
pleted by our peers and this is an excellent means of 
sharing your successes. 
 
Please send the articles via e-mail to our technical com-
m i t t e e  c h a i r m a n  S t a n  P a l i n s k i  a t   
spalinski@geodcorp.com. All articles are welcome.  
For questions you can reach me at 973-697-2122 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Stanley Palinski 
Technical Committee 
ASHE NCNJ Section 
Region 6 
   

Golf Committee 
 
Where did the word GOLF originate? 
Contrary to popular belief it is not an acronym for 
“gentlemen only, ladies forbidden” That is an old wives'  
tale, or possibly in this case, an old husband’s tale. Addi-
tionally, if you’ve ever heard that derivation, forget it im-
mediately, better yet, tell everyone you know and tell them 
it is not true. 

Like most words, the word “golf” derives from older lan-
guages and dialects. In this case, the languages are Dutch 
and Scottish. 

The medieval Dutch word “kolf” or “kolve” meant “club”. 
It is believed that word passed to the Scots whose dialect 
translated it to “golve,”’gowl” or “gouf” 

By the time the 16th Century arrived, the word “golf” had 
emerged in its present form. 

By: Brent Kelley, About.com 

 

One quick joke to close: 

A golfer and his caddy walk up to a long par 3 

The cocky golfer says “Looks like a 4 wood and a putter” 

The caddy hands him the 4 wood and the golfer proceeds to 
top the ball about five feet in front of him, 

The caddy immediately hands him the putter and responds, 
“It looks like you got one hell of a putt left.” 

 

 
Larry Fink 
Golf Committee Chair 
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AMERICAN   SOCIETY   OF  HIGHWAY  

ENGINEERS  (ASHE)  REGION   6 
 

DELAWARE VALLEY  
FIRST STATE  

NEW YORK METRO 
LONG  ISLAND  (NEW SECTION) 

(HOSTED BY) 
NORTH CENTRAL NEW JERSEY 

SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY 
 

                                                          

 
 

10TH
 ANNUAL  TECHNICAL  SEMINAR 

“SUPPORT THE  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND” 
 

MARK  YOUR CALENDAR 
THURSDAY  OCTOBER 30TH

 , 2008 
8:00 AM  TO 3:30 PM 

 
       Venue 
       The College of New Jersey 
        Ewing, New Jersey (Brower Student Center) 
         http://www.tcnj.edu/ (click map for directions) 

 
       Cost 

       $50.00 per person (includes breakfast, lunch & breaks) 
       $65.00 after October 23, 2008 
       $25.00 for government employees 
 
 

A FULL REGISTRATION FORM WITH PROGRAM AND SPEAKERS 

WILL BE DISTRIBUTED IN MID SEPTEMBER 
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NCNJ Section President Malini Swaminathan (left) and SNJ Section President Polina Knaster 
(right) present a token of appreciation to NJDOT Executive Director for Capital Investment Strate-
gies David Kuhn (center) for his enlightening presentation. 
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NCNJ Section President Malini Swaminathan (right) presenting a token of appreciation to immedi-
ate Past-President Robert Matthews (left) for his service over the past year. 
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RESOLUTION ON TRANSPORTATION FUNDING IN NEW JERSEY  

 

AUTHORED BY THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF HIGHWAY ENGINEERS (ASH E) 

NORTH CENTRAL & SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY SECTIONS 

About ASHE 

With the implementation of the National System of Interstate and Defense Highway Act of 1956 it was recog-
nized that such a program could only be consummated by the integrated efforts of all persons associated with the 
highway industry.  This led to the formation of the American Society of Highway Engineers (ASHE).  The 
members of ASHE include representatives from contractors, consulting engineers, government agencies, materi-
als producers, utility companies and other highway related groups.  Our membership is open to all contributors 
to the planning, design, construction and maintenance of our highway systems. 

The Mission of ASHE is to provide a forum for members and partners of the highway industry that supports 
education, innovation and fellowship; promoting a safe and efficient highway system for mobility now and in the 
future.  Critical elements of our Mission include the fostering of an understanding of the value of our highway 
system to the quality of life and to the economy of the country.  To this end ASHE seeks to support the need for 
adequate transportation funding. 

The Issue 

New Jersey is facing a serious shortfall in transportation funding while struggling with a monumental State defi-
cit.  Governor Corzine attempted to address both fiscal issues with his ambitious asset monetization plan.  Al-
though his plan was met with stiff opposition from the public and in the Legislature, the Governor is to be com-
mended for raising the public awareness of the true seriousness of the problem.  Other Legislators are now com-
ing forward with alternative solutions and a sincere dialogue has ensued. 

ASHE is not a proponent or detractor of the various new proposals or the Governor’s early attempt to solve the 
fiscal problems facing this State.  In principle we support the effort to solve the shortfall in transportation fund-
ing while reducing the State deficit.  As a State and National organization and, in accordance with our Mission, 
ASHE supports what we feel are the essential ingredients needed in any program adopted to fully fund the trans-
portation program in New Jersey. 

· New Jersey’s highway infrastructure is deteriorating faster than the current level of investment can sustain 
(as reported in the New Jersey Blue Ribbon Commission Report, the current Draft FY 2009-2018 Statewide 
Capital Investment Strategy and the American Society of Civil Engineer’s Report Card on the New Jersey’s 
Infrastructure). 

· New Jersey’s transportation funding mechanisms (state and federal gas taxes, toll revenues) are not indexed 
to inflation and do not realize the year-to-year growth (through increased ��������(��������	��(������������<�
	���������������	���	�����(��������	��	
����������� 	���������������������	���  

· In recent years, the level of inflation for highway construction has significantly outpaced the base rate of 
inflation, further eroding the purchasing power of the transportation trust fund and the toll authorities. 

· The current Federal Highway Funding Act, SAFETEA-LU, expires at the end of Federal Fiscal Year 2009. 

· New Jersey’s Transportation Trust Fund Act expires at the end of State Fiscal Year 2011. 

· It is estimated that by 2011, the entire annual revenue collected from the New Jersey Motor Fuels tax will be 
allocated to debt repayment and no new investments can be made. 
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ASHE’s Position 

ASHE believes that any proposed solution to the shortfall in New Jersey’s transportation funding must meet the follow-
ing criteria: 

· Require that all proceeds collected from future revenue sources (i.e. user fees) be constitutionally dedicated for 
transportation infrastructure in order to restore public trust in the Transportation Trust Fund. 

· Require that future revenue sources be indexed to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) in order to account for inflation. 

· Require a fiscally responsible limit on debt that can be incurred. 

· Require that future funding resources be increased to a level greater than the Constrained Investment Targets recom-
mended in the FY 2009-2018 Statewide Capital Investment Strategy 

 

ASHE’s position is resolute that increased revenues must be collected to reduce deficiencies in New Jersey’s transporta-
tion infrastructure and maintain the system in a State of Good Repair. The eligibility for matching Federal transportation 
funding is contingent on New Jersey demonstrating a solvent, reliable transportation funding mechanism is in place. 

 

A well-funded, stable Transportation Trust Fund is essential to maintaining the health of New Jersey’s economy now 
and into the future and to improving the quality of life for New Jersey’s citizens.  It is the obligation of the State Legis-
lature to make this happen now. 

 
Endorsements from professional organizations based in NJ who have joined this coalition: 
 
The North Central and Southern NJ Sections of ASHE have over 400 members representing the consulting engineering 
community, contractors, vendors, material suppliers, and public transportation officials in the highway industry. 
 
The New Jersey Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) has a membership of over 4,000 civil engi-
neers that live in the State, representing both the public and private sectors.  They have extended their support to ASHE 
in an effort to raise the awareness of the seriousness of the situation and explore options for generating funds to repair 
the State’s infrastructure. 
 
The New Jersey Chamber of Commerce is a business advocacy organization based in Trenton and comprised of ap-
proximately 1,600 members. The State Chamber staff represents its members on a wide range of business and education 
issues at the State House and in Washington. The organization also links the state’s local and regional chambers on 
issues of importance through its grassroots legislative network. 
 
The American Council of Engineering Companies of New Jersey (ACEC-NJ) is comprised of 140 member firms with 
approximately 5,000 employees who are dedicated to the advancement of consulting engineering and the maintenance 
of the highest ethical and technical standards in the profession. The Mission of the ACEC-NJ is to promote the profes-
sional and economic welfare of its members. 
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SENIOR HIGHWAY ENGINEER 

Gannett Fleming, Inc., a multi-disciplined engineering consulting firm, is seeking an experienced Senior Highway Engi-
neer for our South Plainfield, NJ office. 

In this position, the individual will lead design tasks, mentor less experienced staff, prepare plans, specs, estimates, re-
ports, studies and technical correspondences; and assist in project management duties. Requires a BSCE, PE, and 8-10 
years of engineering experience.  Experience with NDOT and NJTA standards, Microstation and InRoads software is 
preferred. 

Gannett Fleming offers competitive compensation & benefits. Please email cover letter and resume indicating position of 
interest to Attention: RBM at: employment@gfnet.com. EOE 


